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Frietrdsof the Do|hiricra
Rcpublic EstrbliE[ed
by Neil Ross
A n€w organization-"Friendsof the Dominican
Republic" (Friends)--was
launchedon February 24,
1998, by 12 formerPeace
CorpsVolunteers
andSlall
who servedin the Dominican Republic.The Friends
group
and
Fondo
will bemutually
Quisqueya
supportive organizations.
ln fact, s€veralof Fondo's
board memben are founding membersof Friends,
but each o.ganization will
function independently.
The FriendsGroup voted
unanimously ro affiliate
with the National Peace
CorpsAssociation
(NPCA). This action will
give the Friends accessto
the wide resourcesof the
NPCA which has nearly
19,000 members nationwide. TheNPCA will assis
them with initial recnritment mailings to RPCV'S
listing the Dominican Re-

public as a country of
s€rvic€.A portio[ ofthe
dues paid by NPCA
memberswho s€rvedin
the Dominican Republic will be chameledto
Friendsofthe DR.
Membersof the Board
include:
Ncil Ro3s,Pr€sident
Kiagstoo,R I
JcasStore, Vice Prcsident, Jefferson City,
MO
Stwc Horort, Secretary, Houston,Tx
Johl Evens, Treasurer,Alexandria,VA
RogerLaBuchcrie,
ProgramDirector, Pine
Valley,CA
R.trdy Adrms, Memb€Nhip,Reston,VA
Mrrda M.yo, CommunicationsDirector,
GreatFalls, VA
Robcn Godiro,
West Roxbury,MA
P.t Morgr4 Reidsville,NC
Tom Scmlcr, Piftsburgb,PA

Johr Sborcs,Washington, DC
Tim Swcercy, Long
B€ach,CA
The 12 board members
metasa steeringcommittee to form the organiztion to beaomea tax cxempl corporation. Once
incorpoatcd, the members voted to apply for
501(cX3)tax exemptstatus. Each board m€mb€r
was declared to be a
memberof Friends.Draft
o.ganization goals, mission statementprograrns,
and bylaws were discussedand are being devcloped firther for consideration at the nexl
Friendsme€ting.
For informatiol about
joining asa memberof
the Friendsofthe Dominican Republic,please
contactRaodyAdams,
MembershipDirector, at
I l23l HandlebarRoa4
RestorL
VA 20191;
Randy'shomephone:
(Cot*iwd or pqe 7)

Notesfrom the FQ Board
FondoQ and "Friends'
At the SeDtember.1997Fondo
Quisqueya(Fondo Q) Board o
Directors meeting, RPCV N€il
Ross (1962-1964)submitteda
proposal conceming the estab.
lishmentof a "Friendsof the
Dominican Republic" group
which would be associatedwith
thc NPCA. The Fondo Q board
consideredthe questionof how
FondoQ might be relatedto the
Friendsgroup,and further information was required to make a
decision.Thus,FondoQ President Minor Anderson appointed y""116" ^"o.hen oJtheRoard.Frcn tefi: Bi Threttatd,Mary('oienne
a sp€ciaf "Steering Committee" o Donnel,N wanea John Evanskcod rov: Tbn Gittitr'.MinotAn&rsoa
to studv the matter and to make Kuen CloughMaftlailayo. Canie Meyer,DennisZuengerMissingfud thepic'
a recommendation to the Board I rrn, ,,,u Feftont KristinFkkc.Ronq AdaB

at its January17, 1998meeting.
The SteeringCommitteemembers were Neil Ross,Chair;
Randy Adams, Lou Ferand,
Marda Mayo, and Bill
Threlkeld.
At the Board meeting on January 17,1998,seveml altematives were presentedto the
Board and again discussedat
great length. Both FondoQ and
Friendssharea numtrerof common motivations:an abidinginterest in the Dominican Republic and is people;the desireto
reuniteoccasionallywith former
DR PCV'Sand staff; the desire
to return to the DR occasionally
andmaintaina stakein the countfy's development.However,ultimately th€ Board decidedthat
the FondoBoard would not sup-

pon the o.ganization of a
Friends organization under the
Fondo's 501(c)(3)tax exempt
stafus or corpoiate umbrella.
The progrdm anticipatedby the
Friendsis muchbroaderthanthe
Fondo'smissionofgiving grants
for educationandFainingto individualsin the DR. While the
Board applaudedthe goals of
Friends,it was felt that to take
on the fiduciaryresponsibilities
of a partneror subsidiarygroup
would dish"act.
from th€ cenFal
missionofFondo.Somefelt that
it might be more logical for
Fondoto haveb€ena subsidiary
of a Friend'sumbrella organization.
Therefore,the Fondo Q Board
voted to remain indep€ndentof
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l'riendsbut maintaira mutually
suppodiverelationship.Fondo
Q will assistthe new group in
howeverit is able. Fondo Q
do€snot planto affiliate with the
NPCA preferringto concenhate
on our primarymissionto give
out scholarships
to Dominicans
in the DominicanRepublic.FQ
Notesfmm Minor Andersotr
as
It's Februaryin Washington
I writethisnote.lt's probablythe
woNt month of the year here.
our visit to the DR wasjust a
year ago. It had been l0 years
sinceI hadbeenthere,although
in my mind's eye, I had been
there often. Many things
l('oditual

.n rqEc l)

morefrom the Board
changed -- thc veneer--most
things had not-the feel, the
friendships,the lunacy.
I spentsomctime with a former counterpart*hom I had
not seen sincc 1967. He was
somewhat stoop€d; his kids
had families of their own: he
now spendsmost of his time
tending his teasured orchids,
His senseof humor and laugh
had not changed.Carlos could
always look at thc absurdand
sometimesoutageous irl the
DR and see some humorcus
aspectto it. This quality scrvcd
him w€ll over the ycars as thc
country went through tumoil
and change. But, I was remindedrh8t what I had leam.d
fiom Carlos had s€rved me
well over the yearsalso.
This of course,was just otr€
ofthc vcry small ways that the
experiencein the DR 30+
yearsago had changedand inlluenc€d me. My connoction
with Fondo Quisqueyais one
of the ways I r€connect\tith
those years and those lessons,
while giving back at the same
time. FQ

Trcrsu]lr'r Rgport
Lou Ferrrnd
Fondo Q repoas the following
ass€ts:
$14,503 in Crestar Bank Accournt,
$6,447 in the Vanguard S&P
Fund.This is FondoQ's Endowme Fund.Note that l0% ofall
contributionsgo irlto Fondo Q's
endowmentfirnd.
The Board also voted to t"ansfer $4.000from ihc CrestarAccount bringing thc total for this
8c{ountto $ 10,000.
$1,800 in a s€pamteaccount
for the Andy Hqmandezfirnd.
In addition" the Board autho
rized $1,500 to the account in
the DR to Mike Bensor for
scholarshipdistribution. rg
Atrdrs Hcn.ldez Prbr
(ASH) Frtrd R.pora

wouldbegrandto makelhattotal
$2,800,a figure which would
includeall of the 1997pledges.
Contributorsto the fun4 as of
this \rriting, include Jerry
Dupuy,JessStonc,Sally and
Max Sharp,SethKarpinski,Carolyn Karpinski,RobertTafelski,
BJ Warraq Mary Catheline
O'Donnell,andJess€Franca.Fe

AdministrativeUpdate
TheBoardhasbeenremissin not
aclnowl€dgingcontibutionsin I
tim€ly manner,or not acknowledgingthemat all. Wear€in th€
proccssofdesigningmd printing
scknowledgmentssuitable for
IRStax deductions.aO
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The ASH Prize was established
to stimularelcadershipst all levels of Dominican Societyatrdto
recognizc leaderswho succe€d
in pramoting the public good.
The ASH FundCommitteeenvisions bestowing the Prize on
February 27 (Independence
Day) to get maximumvisibility.
Duing the meetings in Santo
Domingo in Febnrary 1997,to
tal pledges made to this fund
amourfedto $1,800.00.To date
only $800ofthe total pledgedin
Santo Domingo has been received, Others. however. made
individual donations which
rais€d the total to $1,800.00.It
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Whereour Conlribalions Go
A School GatdenProjea
by
PCy Eeother Fosburgh, Con muniqt Agriculrure, Lotna de Cobrcrq Daiobon
On August 12, 1997, Papito,
my counterpart--a natural and
envircnmentalsciencel
tecnico
for the MinistryofEducationin
Loma de Cabrera--andI roped
chairsinto a larg€Daihsutruck
so the 25 participants
ofthe Organic Gardeningcoursecould
rid€ som€what
comfortablyon
the I l/2 hour
Eeklp to el centro
CREAR,
Rio Limpio.Departure was s€l
for 9;00 a.m.,
andI wasshootinglbr9:30a.m.
Papito told everyone Io snow
up at 8:00a.m.
Surprisingly,we
gathercd a majority of the
teacheas and
school directors
by 9:00 a.m.,and we pickeda
f€w on the way. Papito assured
me that the few missing people
would eventuallyshow up.
When we anived in Rio
Limpio, waiting for us was Ramonitafrom ManualBueno.Ramonitahad a previousengagement and missedthe truck. So,
in order not to be late, (dressed
in skirt and sandals)shehad her
husbandtake her up to Rio
l,impio on his motorcycle.I immediatelyliked Ramonita,and

she proceededto be one of our
most enthusiasticpa.ticipants.
Du ng the rain that hit both days
in th€ aftemoon, Ramonitakept
working' She just put a plastic
bag on her head to k€ep dry.
(Note: In August, Ramonitawas

activity, which wel|t very well,
thal could be done with school
children at a small scale level.
Later on it rained,so a presentation on biological agriculture
was movedup.
After dinner the charla siyelr
by a Health
PCV, Kathy
Duryee,was a
big success.
While at first
the teachers
claimed to
know everything she was
talking about,
lhcy lstar got
very interested in the
derails.Ar the
end she gave
out a recipe
for using the
gre€nsof differcnt plans.
The

chos€n as a counterpart for a
manied PCV coupl€ just assignedto ManualBueno).
Topics covered in the 3 days
were varied.On the hrst day,the
participantstoured the area and
had lunch. Afterward.s,the work
started wirh lhe preparation of
soil to grow seedlings;how to
plant and aansplant the
seedlings,and thcn carc for
rhern. All of the leamingwas
hands on. There was a small
4

moming at breakfast, people
were still talking aboutit.
After br€akfaston the second
day, the group frnished the remaining transplanting project
and lhen moved on to preparing
the landfor gardens.The participantstook tums working on one
piece of land to prepare it fo.
ptanting. Dudng this time the
topics of companionplanting
and rotating crops were discussedin detail. Lunch was also

Gardens,cont'd

a leaming experience because
the cooks at CREAR prepared
severaldifferent typesofvegetables that are not usually used in
the Dominican diet, along witlr
preparing a recipe given the
night before on using the greens
fiom variousplants.
They sp€ntthe rest ofthe afternoon l€amingaboutcomposting.
Sevcral different methodswel€
illustrated which was helpfirl
considering the locations the
schook rppr€s€ntedwere quite
varied. What a campo school
could do, a pueblo school could
not do ir trrms of composting.
That right, the dir€ctor of
CREAR g.ve a presentationon
using Green Manures and organic fertilizer.They spent th€
last moming making and applying natural insecticides.Three
different "recip€s"were given
out, and each group was in

chargeof making their ovln insecticide.
While I have participated i! a
number of Peace Corps sponsored training programs with
both Domitricans and Americans, this was my first experiencewith just Dominicans.I enjoyed watchingtheir enthusiasm.
While the school gardenproject
focuses primarily on primary
schools, some schools are still
Iacking space ard/or water to
have gardens. Since the resourcesare available,somehigh
schools are doing the pro[mm.
Both EI Pino and Manuel Bueno
had a repres€ntative fiom the
highschools.
There was a closing ceremorly
on the last dry (August 14,
1997). Severalpeople had been
invited befor€hand to demonstrat€ the motivatiol of the
schools and the school garden
program. We slso hoped that
nayb€ thesepeoplcwould .ssist
us in thc firture if they knew
what we were doing. The regionsl Dir€stor of th€ Dajsbon-

Ten Yeus of Divene Training Gran6 by Car.rieMey*
In the l0 yearssinceits founding' Fondo Q has pmvided 55
scholarshipsfor trairing io everythingfiom accountingto barber school.The first scholdship
wasgiven in Novemb€r]1988to
a man Aom tJrc camposof l-a
Vega for a shorl cours€ in accouDtirg.The moslrecentscholarshipwas awardedin Febnrary,
1998to a matrfrom SanJos€de
Ocoa for bader school. In be-

tween th€re have been awards
for a wide variety of vocational
goals.
FundinghasbeengaDt€d both
for individual schoa$hips and
also for grouptraining ard workshops.Frmdshave b€enus€d to
cover costs of room and boa(L
transportation, tuitioo, books,
andentrancefees.
Someof thc more popular vocational training scholarships

Monte Cristi region came,along
with anoth€rdirector of the natural sciencesprogram-The Dir€ctor of the Loma de Cabrera
School District cam€ the first
day as well as to the ceremony.
From the communitythe Director of the AIRAC Coopemrive
and the Pr€sidcnt of the Liorrs
Club asended. We handed out
certificates, and guests gave
closing comments.Th€ teffhers
w€re very excited to hav€ th€ir
panicipotionrecognized.
The confercncewent very w€ll.
The tearhers loved el Centro
CREAR,and manyhadnot been
to fuo Limpio in yean. The confer€ncewas th€ first of its kind,
The participants had fun and
leamedI lot. The RegionalOffice was very pleasedwith the
initiative taken by both the
teachersandP€aceCorps.lt also
sho$ed the importance of the
codinuation ofthe "HueftosEscolares"pmgram.
I also leameda lot from this
coofq€nce.lt was intercstingto
(c.,tt'vd oR.7)

havebeenin the areasofnursing
and construction. Recipients
have also been &ained for careersas hair dressers,exccutive
agronomists,
secrctanet,
chofers, and moto.cycle mechanics. Others have cnhanced
their skills with computer
courses.Seveml scholarships
have b€etr given for artistic
fields including gaphic'arts,
fashioo desigrLmusic, drafting,
and silk screenhg. Fondo even
supportedtrbining in bartending
(Cdtinc.I
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Changing the Liv6 olPromising Doninicans
A Prop.tiallor FQ Fun& (Funde R.q,,ested:RD tglM)
Submittedb! L6Ii. Domingaq PCV
Projoct Summrry
Gloria
Marifiez and FatimaRiviera arc
two dFamic motivated young
women who have very few op
portunitiesavailableto themdue
to finances and location. They
both love working as local
beauticiansand have often ap
proachcdrne for help with their
businessidea. They needthe financial assistanceoutlined below for vocationaltraining with
th€ ultimate goal of opening a
salon busincss within thes€
mountrin communities, Tbcse
two women hsve made quile a
stong impr€ssionon me and I
funly b€lieve that your sssistancewould be pui to gEat use
helping these women fulfill a
dt€am to expandtheir horizons
andeventuallyto havetheL own
communitybusincss.
Young women living in small
campos in rhe Dominican Republic have very fetl, options
available to them. Their futurc

Training Gru a, Conl'd
and waiting t^bles. (U. Note.
oneofour art scholarshiprccipients designed our red FQ Tshirt).
wortshops have been popular
for agriculturiss" teacbers,and
others.Groups of farmers have
b€en trained in skills such as
goat and rabbit raising, bee
keepin& sustainableagricultur€,
p€sticidesafety,andthe grafting

Nana is the younges andprobabty the most active memberof
the local women'sorganization,
La NuevoEsperarua,organizing
activities and coordinating
evcrts with the groups in the
neighboringcommunities.And,
shealsovolunteershertime, two
weeks a month. to ou. clinic's
secretadalwodq collecting fees
and recording patient informatioo. Nana studiedin the pueblo
until eighth grade and really
wantsto us€her skills and motivation to move her life forward.
Ultlmrte Proj.ct Gorl: To
open a traveling beauty salon
wirh scwiccsprovidedby Gloria
and Nana to the four mountain
communitieswithin the vicinity
of Los Martinez.
Nana andGloria want to take a
coursein bel/ezafor a yearto be
abl€ eventuallyto open a small
salon business.The coursesarc
ofiered in Bani and meetweekly
for a year. Tiansportationcosts
n€€d to be included. or the
course remains a financial imof ftuit trees.Groupsof teachers possibility. Also, tunding needs
to be provided for both girls
havealso beentrained in geognbecauseneither of them has
phy and mapping, and most teot
cently in schoolgadening as de- parcnial permissionto travel
studyalone.
scribedelsewherein this newslaparticipatrt:
ter. Anoth€r teacher received Fees for one
RD$ 4,700
training to teach English. O'ther TOTAI:
groupshave received*orkshops
in envircnmental educationand Ed. Note: Fees were ennumerran
sewing and clothing construc- ated by individual but we
grdnt has beert
ticj'|'-A Bien lPcho to ortJ colr- out ofspace.This
FQ
appproved.
tributon. FQ

vocational or continued education is a virtual financial impossibility, andtbosefamilies who can
afford the educdion send their
s{tns.
Gloria is a dyDanic, independent I 9 ycar old. Sheis an enthusiastic lcader in our coomrmity,
slrrsys tying to organizefun activiti€s, telling $ori€s and mrking people laugh. She was an
activeparticipantin PeaceCorps'
recent conference for lntcmational Women's Day wher€ sh€
participatedin a seriesof motivationrl and educationalwotkshops
and spent a day leaming sbout
worting as an adninistrativ€ assistEr{. Alrhough her education
was limited by ou. community's
schoolof fow grades,shevoluntarilty completedan evening literary classoffered by ADESJO.
in the community.
Fatima, age 18, kno*n to the
communityasNana, is an active,
enrhusiasticcommrmitymemb€r.

From the Editor
About this publicatior: We
publish "whenwer." Our circulatior is approximately1,200
and is basicallyFQ's only overhead. For this printing, each
newsletterwill cost about$.75
including postage.
The Editorial Staff welcom€s
articles, comments,letters, etc.
Contributing w ters included
Carrie Meyer, Minor Anderson
and Neil Ross. Canie also
helped Ireatly with ediring and
rewrites.Dick Clough took carc
ofthe proofing.
Send your submissionsio
Krrrn Hrhtr Cloogh
P.O.Box662E,
Frfk Church, VA 22lM,n-{f.2t
or
E-Meil: kbclougb@rol.com
Fur 3()l -42,1-0332
Tel: 301-42,t5851

Lefren

Annaal Meering aad ncnic
Fondo Qaisqueyo
Sunday,May 17, 1998

A tatefrom Loren Mann Baez:
Dear "Fondo":
Maybe I was inspiredto senda
donation by the most recent
newsletter[Summer,19971.I .eally enjoyedthe newsletter,esp€cially the articles by Carrie
Meyer and Mary Catherine
O'Donnell. They biought back a
lot of memoriesof PeaceCorps
in the D.R. (eventhough I have
boen bock msny tirn€s sinc€ I
wasa voluntee.in '8 I -'83. I wish
I could have made the trip in
Febmarylvith you. I would have
liked to seepeopleI knew when
I was there and haven't seen in

'Friends" cont'd

Neil Rosscanbe contactedat
138White Hom Dr., KingstorL
zu, 02881;homephone:401'l
899-8402:.fax:.40l-'1a2-2116EMAIL neilross@ol.com.
Visit the Fricrdr Wcb P.ge rt,
gcocities.com/r.inforcst/4237.

Everyone is
cordially invited to aftend
FQ's annual
business meetinglpicnic on
Sunday,May 17, 1998at the
homeof Tom and SueGittins,
FallsChurch,VA.
Out-of-townersmay wish to
plan a visit to the Washingron
Metropolitan ar€a during a
truly magnificenttime ofyear.
However.with EI Nino. we
may havesnow.Drop a noteto
FQ ifyou ar€consideringa trip
and perhapswe can help you
out with somedetails.lfo

Il's Nol Too Lale
Buv a T-Shirt
(( Mi@.IrM

703- 620- 6535; fax:"lA34204690;EMAIL:
AdamsRMK@aol.com.

yearc as well as gotten to meet
people connectedwith the DR
now. Ke€p up the good work.
Sincerely. FQ

F4. 5)

interactwith the teach€rsin an
environmentdifferent than the
classroomor district me€ti|lgs,
This confercncefell right befor€
"Dia de Restauracion"and a lot
of Dominicanhislory was discussedin our fiee time. This ac'
tivity hasopenedthe doorsfor
increasedmotivationto work on
the "HuertosEscolar€s"program
with the incorniugFCV. ll wasa
nice closureon sry s€rvice. Fq
7

Purchasea T-Shin for $20.00
andcontributetowardanother
grant/scholanhipfor a well
deserving
Dominican.Fill out
the couponon on the back
pageandyou'll b€ all s€t.
a-\
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